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Growth implant strategy outlined

30-second story

Maximizing quality and efficiency calls for different implanting strategies on steers versus heifers
in the feedlot.

A Certified Angus Beef study revealed the effect of trenbolone acetate, or TBA, growth implants
on both sexes. Gary Fike, Beef Cattle Specialist for the brand, says implanted steers stand a greater risk of
lower quality grade.

Fike, actuality :13: “ You can use the lower levels of TBA implants in heifers, you can get the
increase in average daily gain and the improvement in feed efficiency without sacrificing quality
grade.”

(LINK: http://www.cabpartners.com/news/radio/fike TBA gt4 3 1.mp3)

Q:...sacrificing quality grade.”

Fike notes there was little performance advantage to using high-dose TBA implants in heifers.

60-second story

Maximizing quality and efficiency calls for different implanting strategies on steers versus heifers
in the feedlot.

A Certified Angus Beef seven-year study revealed the effect of trenbolone acetate, or TBA, growth
implants on both sexes. Gary Fike, beef cattle specialist for the brand, says numerous studies show these
implants provide performance gains at the expense of quality grade. On average, TBA use reduces brand
acceptance rates in steers by nearly 10 percentage points.

Fike, actuality :20: “ The effect becomes less apparent in heifers than it does in steers. So what
I’m saying is that you can use the lower levels of TBA implants in heifers, you can get the increase
in average daily gain and the improvement in feed efficiency without sacrificing quality grade.”
(LINK: http://www.cabpartners.com/news/radio/fike TBA gt4 3 2.mp3)

Q:...sacrificing quality grade.”

Fike notes there was little performance advantage to using high-dose TBA implants in heifers.

212-word story
Maximizing quality and efficiency calls for different implanting strategies on steers versus heifers
in the feedlot.



A Certified Angus Beef seven-year study revealed the effect of trenbolone acetate, or TBA, growth
implants on both sexes. Gary Fike, beef cattle specialist for the brand, says numerous studies show these
implants provide performance gains at the expense of quality grade. On average, TBA use reduces brand
acceptance rates in steers by nearly 10 percentage points.

Fike, actuality :20: “ The effect becomes less apparent in heifers than it does in steers. So what
I’m saying is that you can use the lower levels of TBA implants in heifers, you can get the increase
in average daily gain and the improvement in feed efficiency without sacrificing quality grade.”
(LINK: http://www.cabpartners.com/news/radio/fike TBA gt4 3 2.mp3)

Q:...sacrificing quality grade.”

Fike notes there was little performance benefit to using a higher level of TBA on heifers, but as
the potency stepped up quality grade dropped off.

Fike, actuality :7: “In other words, TBA is probably good and it’s fine on heifers as long as you
don’t go to that highest dose.”

(LINK: http://www.cabpartners.com/news/radio/fike TBA gt4 3 3.mp3)

Q:...that highest dose.”

He says it does not make economic sense to completely avoid implants in the feedlot unless a
producer is involved in natural production. Instead, Fike recommends delayed implanting and judicious
use of products to reap those performance rewards without putting quality grade and grid premiums at
risk.
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